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Further to our recent communication regarding the Winter League the SNA Committee, as promised, have met and discussed the future of the league. The Committee are fully committed to Saturday Winter League netball, however as all of you will be aware over the past few years the league has been blighted by cancelled matches due to adverse weather conditions. The decision to cancel is never made lightly - but players and umpires safety are paramount. 

The Committee have listened to members concerns and suggestions and have come up with options which we are asking you to vote upon. Details are attached and we ask that you speak to your fellow team members and then choose one option from Section A and one option from Section B.  The closing date for the vote is Saturday 30th April, so that should give you plenty of time to discuss the various options proposed. Votes received after this date will not be counted and as usual one vote per club.

If either option 2 or 3 of Section A is successful then the Committee would like to offer an indoor knockout tournament to be played during December and January. Teams would be picked out of a hat, a handicap would be applied to ensure a level playing field. The cost of this tournament would be separate, and in addition to league entry fees, and would be dependent on entries.

Several teams have raised the issue of the entry discount that was offered for the 2015/16 season.  As you will recall the 2014/15 season was also badly affected by bad weather and was halted half way through. An offer of a discount to the 2015/16 was made – this offer was for a 50% discount. This discount was applied after all admin. costs (trophies, court fees etc.) were accounted for. I am sure you would agree that it is our duty as your Committee to ensure good practice with regards to finance. We do not look to profit from league fees, however it is prudent to ensure that we are covering costs. The Treasurer anticipates a deficit this season which is unfortunate but happily due to sound financial management we are in the fortunate position of being able to afford this. We want to support the future of the league and as such entry into the 2016/17 Winter League season has been set at £50.00 for all teams that participated in the 2015/16 season. New team entry fee will be £120.00.

To be completed by all clubs. ONE vote per club

SECTION A  LEAGUE FORMAT – CHOOSE ONE OPTION

	Option
	Detail
	Comments
	Vote with an X

	1
	League to remain as is, with divisions of around 9 teams playing each other twice between September – November and February  - April
	Potential for the same situation to happen again next season if there are cancellations.
	

	2
	Make divisions smaller – a maximum of 8 teams playing each other twice between September - November and February - April.

Indoor knockout tournament Dec- January.
	This would decrease the amount of games played in a season and allow for more bye weeks in case of cancellations.
	

	3
	Make the divisions bigger with a maximum of 12 teams playing each other once between September - November and February - April.

Hold an end of season divisional tournament.

Indoor knockout tournament   December - January.
	This would decrease the amount of games played in a season and allow for more bye weeks in case of cancellations.
	


SECTION B TIME OPTIONS -  CHOOSE ONE OPTION

	Option
	Detail
	Comments
	Vote with an X

	4
	Times to remain as is 10.15 & 11.50
	
	

	5
	Times to change to 10.45 & 12.20
	This would allow for the decision to cancel to be made later and if there are frosty conditions more courts may be playable. 

This will impact on the Juniors who play in the afternoon making their games later.
	

	6
	Times to change to 13.00 & 14.30
	This would impact on the Juniors matches these would change to playing in the mornings.
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Please return to Val Banks, Honorary Secretary, Southampton Netball Assocation, (by post - 205 Spring Road, Sholing, Southampton, Hampshire, SO19 2NY or email – grahamval205@hotmail.co.uk no later than Saturday, 30th April, 2016)
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